ID Bands Patient Identification SOP
Purpose:
Utilisation of KVP ID Bands within the veterinary practice to clearly and consistently identify patients with specific clinical, behavioural, or handling requirements. The use of colour-coded bands allows all members of the veterinary team to quickly recognise patients who require precautions, monitoring, or care adjustments to maintain patient safety, staff safety, and clinical efficiency.

Patient Identification and Clinical Awareness Using KVP ID Bands
• Upon admission, hospitalisation, or identification of a specific clinical or behavioural need, the appropriate KVP ID colour band must be applied to the patient.
• The use of KVP ID bands is intended to provide an immediate visual alert to all clinical and support staff regarding specific patient considerations that may affect handling, treatment, or monitoring.
Colour Identification System
Red KVP ID Band – Aggressive or Fractious Patient
A red band must be applied to patients that have demonstrated aggressive behaviours or are known to pose a potential safety risk to staff.
This includes but is not limited to:
· Known biters or scratchers
· Highly anxious or reactive animals
· Patients requiring additional restraint or sedation for procedures
The presence of this band alerts staff to review handling requirements prior to interaction and ensure appropriate safety precautions are taken.
Yellow KVP ID Band – Surgical Patient
A yellow band must be applied to patients that are undergoing surgery or are currently in the peri-operative period.
This is used to clearly highlight that the patient is:
· Scheduled for a surgical procedure
· Currently recovering post-operatively
· Requiring surgical monitoring and recovery protocols
All surgical preparation, monitoring, and recovery procedures must be followed in accordance with the clinic’s surgical protocols.
Blue KVP ID Band – Medical Patient
A blue band must be applied to patients diagnosed with medical needs that require additional medication administration or monitoring
This band alerts staff that this patient has additional medical needs such as Diabetes, Digestive sensitivities.
· Insulin administration times must be adhered to
· Feeding schedules are critical and may require specific foods and amounts
· Blood glucose monitoring may be required
· Wound healing delays may be noted
· Additional toilet trips may be required
· Any pharmaceutical allergies or prior reactions
All medical patient care must follow the direction of the veterinary surgeon in charge and be documented within the patient’s hospital records.
Green KVP ID Band – Joint or Mobility Issues
A green band must be applied to patients that have known orthopaedic conditions or mobility concerns.
This includes patients with:
· Arthritis or chronic joint disease
· Orthopaedic injuries
· Post-orthopaedic surgery recovery
· Reduced mobility or difficulty standing/walking
· Additional bedding with absorbent nature
This band alerts staff to handle the patient carefully, minimise unnecessary movement, and ensure appropriate support and comfort during handling, kenneling or treatment.
 Grey KVP ID Band –Special Care Requirement
A grey band must be applied to patients requiring increased clinical awareness or monitoring due to complex or sensitive medical conditions.
Examples may include:
· Geriatric patients requiring additional support
· Patients with sensory conditions such as deaf or blind
· Patients requiring frequent monitoring or nursing care
· Reverse barrier nursing requirements
The specific care requirements must be recorded in the patient’s hospital records and communicated clearly during patient handovers.
Band Maintenance
If at any time during the patient’s hospitalisation the KVP ID band becomes soiled, damaged, or compromised, it must be replaced immediately using the same colour designation and disposed of in accordance with the clinical waste disposal protocol.
Patient Records
In all instances where a KVP ID band is applied, the relevant alert must be recorded within the patient’s hospital records (digital and/or written) and communicated to the clinical team to ensure continuity of care.
General Patient Handling Guidance
 In all cases where a KVP ID band is present, staff must review the patient’s clinical notes prior to handling or treatment. Staff must adhere to the clinic’s handling, restraint, and patient care guidelines to ensure patient welfare and staff safety are always maintained. If a KVP ID band cannot be applied directly to the patient, the band can be applied to the patients kennel or record to still provide staff with the alert and identification needed. 


